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Ttie watering nince couture* hare for some time
been deserted for more comfortable city homes, and
the fair who lingered in the mountains and by tlie
northern lakes, charmed by the changing foli¬
age which autumn paints with such gorgeous
colors, awoke from their romantic

.
dreams

In time to witness the Jerome Park races. The natu¬
ral sequence was that all the churches were filled
by fashionable audiences yesterday and presented
the usual attractive features which attend Sabbath
services in this city durlug the season. Below will
t>e found reports of sermons in the national capital,
the metropolis and suburban cities.

NEW CO.tCftEtaTlOML CHIH1H.

The Now Bfftker of New York from Now
England. Christianity Mule Easy.Short
"nd Moiplc Method «f tlsdiog Oad's
Tratb.
The New York Beecher, the Rev. Merrill Richard¬

son, pastor-elect of the New Kngland Congreguttonal
Church, is. It most be conceded, aothi ng short of a
tremendous success. The society or whose spiritual
welfare Mr. Merrill has ju.st taken charge have
l>een holding their meetings temporarily In Kutger's
chapel, Fif h avenue; but they arc now about to
inovo to the elegant and more commodious church
situated on the corner of Forty seventh street and
Madison avenue, where tho congregation will as¬
semble for spiritual devotion and Instruction
on next Huutla.t. It was mil time to
provide a more spat-iou# edidce lor the
new preacher. The little chapel on Fifth
avenue was inconveniently crowded yesterday, and
the congre gation wax composed of what appeared
to bo the in othe r-ol-pearl chips of upper-crustean
noelety.the initial figure* and substantial units of
fashionable upper-tendom.

THE NEW fJtUAOUKR
has just been imported from New Kngland. His
fame as an eloquent expounaer or tliu Gospel ac first
appeared like a far-oif ripple »u the waters of
Yankee Christianity; but the rtt rlin: wave gradually
exnanued until it reached the arid chores of (lotha-
mite oielo and moistened ilie devotional sands of
Murray Hill, whereupon the gonly of that brown-
stone region thirsted lor the perfumed waters ol life
and formed a religious "ring" for Hie purpose of se¬

curing the exclusive mini.-1 rations of a clergyman
whose eloquence genius auU *Uolarly attain-
menu give promise UuU Plymouth church
will no longer posses a monopoly of pulpit
distinction. And the society aru fully Justi¬
fied In, ami deserve to be complimented lor
their choice tf:i minister. Mr. Richardson is a man
of stout oml<l. oboat live feet six inches nlgb, with a
bright. Intelligent face, a k-en eve, a clear articula¬
tion and a r>weet nnd nn«mg voice, ills heavy mass
«if iron gray btuTtt combed straight buck ironi a
broad, well developed foretuod, and his close shaven
feature* are mild and benevolent looking and give
linn a s<ort. ot modest presence that is pleasant to
gieeu His religious opinions appear to be founded
on a bread sprit of literal Christianity, and in
preaching ho keeps as far uw.jy from the cant of
rrtah-Heeptsh humility as from the practice of
avoiding the disagreeable truths of real religion
which n only too common umong the fashionable
sou i-savers ef the period. His sermon yesterday, of
which our spaco permits as to give but a bald out¬
line, was tnuch more like an effort at Christian con¬
solation and encouragement for the poor, the lowiy
and the unfortunafe than an attempt to make his
well-to-do hearers feel comfortable under on im¬
pression thai the roa<l to heaven was strewn with
flowers and covered all the way wiih a soft Brussels
carpet; but there was a charm 01 eloquence in

HIS STYLE AND DfcLiVERV,
and a sublime grandeur in his unmistakable earn¬
estness and genuine feeling, that made the undi¬
luted truths ol Christianity heartily welcome even
to these who must tremble to think that the needle
through whose eye that well known camel could
scarcely pass ts a modern stitching implement in¬
stead of one ol the wicket urates in the walls or Jeru¬
salem, where the city taxes were collected from
country merchants.
Alter announcing that the services would take

place in the new church on next Sunday, that
Wednesday evening next would be devoted to the
formal installation or the new clergyman, and that
on the following evening a sociable meeting of
cue society would take place at the resi¬
dence ot Mr. Bnnu. iot East Thirty-flist
street, the preacher began his sermon, taking
for his text, John vlU 17. He said that when
Chris; had gone mi to Jerusalem to the feast, there
was a great assembly of Jews from all the provinces,
who went there to sou Jesus. dome believed Ho
was Ood and spoke Ihvlne truths; but mauy refused
to believe, and asked how can this man, who never
studied iu any of the great schools of learning,
presume to tcacli ns ? Where could He have learned
anytuingf How can this Na/arlne teach us the
truth t As for His miracles, when the real Christ
comes he wUl perform mightier works than these.
The leading meu of Jerusalem undertook to settle
the question by the rccora, whether they under¬
stood tne record or not. How were they to know 1
Well. Christ gave them tho rule."If t oy man shall
do My will be shall know whether 1 am (iod or not."
Why do great men.men of profound learning
and research.differ about the pure tru'hf
Christ gtves ail men liberty or thought and
search, as wen as or action, and learned
scholars can search Tor and may possibly
And the truth; but how are we, poor, common peo¬
ple to know what is the will or Cod r He must so
speak a* to adapt his words to the humblest ca¬
pacity as well as the highest. Hicre Is no need for
us to be learned, for the truths ef the gospel ore not
an abstruse science. Christ did not profess to leach
astronomy, and we caunoi learn His truths a< we
would learn botany or geometry. The book method
of learning the gospel is not at all the safest one.
.Suppose a young man .tarts out to learn the truth
by searching libraries, poring over valuable books
and deciphering rare manuscripts, it takes some
time to do this, and

AFTKK FOKTY TEARS' 8TCDT
the young man, then no longer young, thinks he
has discovered at least some of the truth; but
at seventy years old he meets another learned
man who started on tho same route at the
Home early aire to seek truth after the ap¬
proved manner of the book men, and both
sages are ouij surprised to And that after their long
years or weary labor they differ so widely in then-
opinlons that either, If not both, must be surely
wrong. The manuscripts of the Vatican and the
rare treasures of the British Museum have only
served to lead them widely astray.
But another man tries the method that Christ

taught. He commences to do the will of Ood as far
as he knows it. He says, "I'll do what 1 can, as far
as l know Qod's will.'" lie practises meekness la-
stead or putting on airs. He knows that to have au
humble spirit is good, M well as he knows that
liouey Is sweet. Ue needs no stronger proof of
Christ's truth than he can find in the practice of
Christ's precepts. If the Jews had done this they
would And that. Christ's gospel litted tiielr minds and
souls as well as the air nts the lungs aud

___
THE UGHT FITS l'HE XVE.

The strongest of all pi oolk is the evidence of con¬
sciousness and of experience, and Christ's truths
bear that evidence upon them. If theyouagmanwho starts ] to learn the truth by the book method
bad only begun immediately to practice tho pre-oeptauf the uospei he would have been spared bis
long years Of worse than useless labor, and wouid
bare MM the advantage of walking through life in

Band vivid consciousness of i he troth. He must
rn truth by experience. God never gave any

other method of knowing the absolute truth. If only
loomed men could ascertain the truth what would
become of tlie majority of mankind who have not
cbe moons of becoming learned t Mnety-nlne-hun-dredtho of Adam's race are poor, and how eould they
evor bo care of even the authenticity of the Bible or
know Ood's truth according to the boo* r The Bible
as a more book 1s difficult to unocrstsnU; but Christ
baa given ui» a key by which even the poor way¬
farer may unlock its trains. lYscttoo his pre¬
cepts. and ail Is dear as the sunshine to
the vary humblest capacity, it was never
Intended that bom bat meu ot learning should
understand or ascertain tne truth, a certain
Roman emperor bad his laws written in letters so
fine and bad tie manuscript posted so high up be-
road any one's reach that nobody could read these
law*, yet were too people punished for uvt obeying

then. That was tktMtofi tyrant; and could uoo
do sucn a thinn jm thaif Uu law* are Plata to ail
and within reach of the lowliest iut«'i.cc» that has
tiieiMivter to try Christ's simple method of under¬
standing tuom. ottiurwL-M; no woutii lie a hard
niustor. trying to reap where lie had not aown.
ll.uug your own duty makes clear the truth of Cod.
It la he scriptural method. God demands of every
mind 10 know ins commands. Chriat Maid, "lie that
lovetli me will keep iuy commandments," ana "Uu
that keeps my commandment* loveih mo." The
masse*or tlie Jewitth people and even the awwtles
were far iroui being learned, and tlmy knew very
little of the truth until after the cruoiftxiqn. Uod
charges his own angels with failings. Ho knows
our shortcomings, and He will bold us responsible
only according u> the light He Ua« given ua. That la

UOD'S iimivkimm. bilk.
Re will weigh every mortal brng la that nicc

balance. Those that obey Uod shall come into Ula
socrets. There Is communication iwtweeu God aud
our souls, lulflllng that promise."1 shall dwell in
thee and thou »ualt dwell tu me." if the wicked
roan will begin luimcdtataly to do right taw trans¬
gressions will all be ftrgiven lam uud even be willknow and comprehend the truth. It to absurd to
think that only the learned eau know the truth.
Cod's truths were known to some men in the veryearliest agos, when there was uo learning. This
world began without a single secular Idea, but nowIt ta lull or truth In » worldly way. Man began thin
world without auowing whether if he stepped upontho water ne would go up or go down. Hut he
watched a floating log. tie thought over it, an4 putthla principle and that together, anu from man's
reaaouiogui thla way cagae all the fleets of the
ocean. From the first rude hut have come all
our gtwgeoos palaces and magnificent temples, from
thla little edifice to M. Peter*. Mau learns a cer¬
tain fact through a thought, and then puta that bet
Into practice. Christ given us one great thought; weput it into practice, and all the rest la clear to us.
Ail trwe theology conatala is practicing Christ's sim¬
ple precepts. Where will you find the beet exam¬
ples of true religion and true devotiou r U is amongthe masses of the common people. With them prac¬tical religion la of daMy experience, and it prodooes
aud sustains itself, it is Ita owa cause aud effect.
Hume once undertook to convert a poor ignorant
woman from what ne considered her religious delu¬
sions: but be bad to confess tbat hia arguments fell
off from tier like

WATKK OFF A DttOK'A HACK.
..Yen may think," said she, "that you can prove
join-well right by what your books tell you. Myopinions have been acquired by praotlcal expe¬
rience. I reel tne truth, and have it proved to me
every boor of my life. My heart tells me I am
right, and tbat la more thtiu yours does."
(Laughter.) Christ be an with the poor.He adapted His truths to the humblest capacity.His irum was a fount of Uvtna waters, bubbling
direct and perctiuial ironi the throne of Ood. It is
Christlanltv. It Is not a mere creed nor a catechism.
Some creeds tench on one portion of Christ's truth
and some another. Cue telle us they are all compre¬
hended in a ciTimn "Thirty-nine Artioles." stretched
out before us, one article after another, iike pre¬
positions In Kuelirl. Does Cod ever teach us any
thing in that scientific, way r If He had, we never
should have heard of It.

now D0K8 con teach botany?
t»o into the Central Par* and see. Every tning In
iiuture comes according to a boautiful law. Ho
sea. tors Ilia troths in every direction, in oider tnat
we may have the pleasure ol finding them. "1 was
ouce handed a truot." said the preacher, "which
(ilie writer saldi contained thirteen truths, and
unless 1 believed ttio.) wore all the truths of Christ,
1 could not be saved. Well, 1 risked my salvatien
so iar that 1 did not believe a wont of the tract. If
I were brought thirteen buckets of water here, all
ill; way from tlio Niagara river, I would Just as soon
bellevo tha' those thirteen buckets were the Niagara
Kails themselves."

CHlitCH OF THE MESSIAH.

A Bt'*( at Politician*. Crime lu II lib Placets.
N««n*n by the Rev. (irorcr If. Hepworth.
Nnitv;thstandlug the fact that the religious market

fs just now well supplied with preachers who have
valued eminence in their profession, the Rev, Mr.
Hepworth is not only eloquent and learned, but
very original, holds the iiosition he at once obtained
when he took possession of the Messiah pulpit as
one of the foremost of our metropolitan pulptt rhe¬
toricians. In contradistinction to the sleeping shep¬
herd of flocks who wake up once a week to yawn
out the purport of their weak bat pious dreams, Mr.
Hepworth is a live preacher. lie knows and under¬
stands the Bible, but is careful to distinguish between
the force and valtiu of letters, in the form of epistles,
addressed by St. Paul to the Romans, and the gen¬
eral direction given in the Testament, which applv
to the citizens of New York and all tne modern
civilized world, lu other words, hia mlna Is un¬
clouded by bigotry and untrammelled by conven¬
tionality. He places himself In the van of this ad- !
vancing age, ilrinly treads upon the rising thorns jof superstition, und,"regardless of the assailants of
the claims or Christ aud the rights of man, presses
forward. Any religion or system which Is antago-
n stic to the HDlrit of this enlightened age gets no

mercy from him. it is not, therefore, extraordinary
that he should, lu the discharge 01 what tie believes
to bo lus dnty,

pocb pious nor shot
into the ranks of our corrupt politician#. His
church yesterday was crowded to excess by a
very attentive and perhaps very devout congrega¬
tion, many of whom were not members of the Doric,
but who were ultracted by the advertisement that
Mr. Hepworth would tctl ail ho Knew about "Con¬
science." Their scnsaMonal expectations were not
disappointed, as the toliowing abstract of the ser-
inou will show.

aftru thk usual services
the reverend gentleman took his text from John vui.
t». "losing convicted by their own conscience." He
begun by saying that Cod has put iuto every soul a
mysterious iaculty whose runctlon is to make us
happy or wretched, as our lives are virtuous or
vicious. No man can get wholly beyond the reach
or his conscience. He may cover It up beueatn a
pile of excuses lor wrong doing; he may
even Bet about to prove logically; for that
matter he may succoed attor a fashion in doing so;that a man's conscience is only a myth; still he
cannot chaae away his desire to have its approval or
his rear of ita condemnation. Men or bad lives have
almost stifled their consciences, i<ut not quito suc¬
ceeded In ridding themselves of the troublesome
visitor, for snch men are always harassed by the
l'ear that the world has found them out. They have
ue peace, they enjoy no rest, they live in a state or
chronic fear, and even la their dreams the ghostlyami grim race or the sheriff is alwavs peering about
to find them. This conscience ia at ouce our best
friend uml our worst enemy. Uo right, snuggle lor
solf-vietery, conform to Cod's laws as you interpretthem aud us thev are revealed to you, nnd a sense
of rest steals into your life, the whole world seems
brighter to you, and everything tends to make youcontented and happy. Con-cience is thus the ruler
or your life. It is tne

I'RKMtDKNT OF TUB SOIU.'S REPUBLIC,
it Is the emperor of all spiritual dominion. It will
be obeyed implicitly, or Its penalty is as sure as late.
Coil sent Christ Into the woild to tell us that the tlrst
duty of all our faculties, of our ambition, our iovc of
money or fame, Is to elect conscience to tne supreme
place. SvomcttuiCH our avarice, or our desire for
revenue, or our selfishness, usurps the power, and
then how poor aud wretched do our lives i>ecouio.
As when an adventurer by some hold coup (V>'iul
dethrones the rightrul lord, and putting the imperialrobes on his own shoulders wears theiu as

A HKAliU AKI' AMI A TVRANT,
so when conscience is unthroned the whole life runs
to waste, but more is a public conscience that
needs cultivation and care as well as an individual
conscience. Frauds of tne most demonac character
are evory day perpetrated by public oillcers, and yet
a Christian community takes no note of the lact
whatever. The good man reads bis paper ;:t. break¬
fast tabio, and as his eye runs over the horrid recital
of crime in high places lie merely shrugs his
shoulder, as if to say, I told you so, aud that is
all. l)o the men, the strong-minded Christian men
of tlus city appreciate the fact that tlie power to re¬
deem New York troiu the hands of political and ju¬
dicial Philistines Is really In their keepingv Do
tliev understand tliut It Is just as truly their duty to
see to it that honest men nre put Into high places as
it is to see that their own clerks aud salesmen are
men of character t 1 take it that

THE PUBLIC CONSCIENCE
ia very elastic. If I ten you. Christian friends, that
you who ait hero aud lis ton to my words are partly
responsible lor this state of things, you will shake
your heads in doubt. But my words are true. It is
the fault of the strong men of this city that New
York is plundered every year. Tne best men in the
community are responsible for the actions oi the
wor.-t men. You could turn the stream or the
public iudignation and cleanse these Augean
stables of city politics if you had the mind to.
Wocn the consciencc of the individual is properly
cultivated the public conscience will prick us to a
sense of our obligation in these matters.

LVUIC BALL SERVICE.

The (tOM and the Bhrer Nile-Lift the Rennlt
.f l)«uk-.Wi Sellhood and It* Advan-
MlttHhMN by the Kef. O. B. Freihlac-
h«a<
The wme laces are to be Men at Lyric Ball ever/

Banday, and although the same aermoa Is not
always preached there, little difference can be de¬
tected to the subjects discnased.-love, harmonious
intercourse among mankind and self-sacrifice being
more or less the topics usually dilated upon. There
was a fair attendance yesterday, and the services
were listened to and participated In wltn an amount
of Ustleaaness which probably accounts (or the society
being a radical one, Tor it is very radical In that re¬

spect. Yesterday, however, may have been the.ex¬
ception to tne general rule. The sermon was unu-

anally long and fatiguing, and It may have beeuenly
casual

VISITORS WHO DOZER SOUKPLY
at the end or the halt After the usual prayers and
singing of psalm* had been gone through the Her.
o. B. Frothlngham rose from his seat like a spectre,
stood cttu a moment, and advanced to his 'desk,
looking mU he wer? going toprooounoc oenteqge

o( death cm each individual in the oonerecratlon.
TUb ret read gentleman is unfortunate In the war
of articulation, for his vocal organs seem to worn
the wTonit war, and the sound appears to go in the
opposite direction to tbut originally intended. How-
J>eit, a chronic cold evidently gives It a huskiness
wuioh the -heavy man" of the stage might well
envy, and w*re it not In Lyrlo liall. lu broad day¬
light, the visitor would imagine he hoard

THK OirOHT OF tlAMr.KT'N HATH15tt
when the reverend gentleman Riven ntteranoe to his
wonderful Ideas altout "inaukee-tnrt." the azure
"»kee-y," '.boo-eutiiulp min" us lie pronouncesthe words, together with a variety of things which
can all be learned irwn hooks on anatemr. astron¬
omy, or "easy pieces for little lingers" on the pinna-
forte.
Mr. Prothinghum advanced to his desk, as already

mentioned, and, commencing very low, gradaalty
worked up the prayer in a pretty audible tone.
Thru followed the sermon, which was a dissertation
oil th« cross, which ho said was much older than
Christianity. The origin of it was not discovered,
it always meant, drst and last, one thing.the per¬
petuation of life. It was said that long ago the nver
Nile, worshipped by the inhabitants, was possessed
of high attributes. At certain intervals op and
down the shore wooden crosses were arranged so
as to rise with the current or the river in the sum¬
mer tluie. Por a lo.ig part of the year, especially in
midwinter and springtime, the waters were low.
Those wooden crosses had an unseemly look. Thur
were black with the long standing and saturation in
the water. They stood for nothing. Ttiey suggested
death, vacancy aud barrenness. But when from
a mysterious source of the river came
down in the spring the tide and fllled the
channel deeper aud deeper, the inhabitants watched
these crosses with an uiterest that meant to khem
life or death. As Uie water rose tlielr positions rose
with it, and us the currcntof the river touched the
transverse beams joy spread through the land.
Their barns twauled and the timbrels were
sounded, the procession of the priests moved upaud down, tor as the great river touched the trans¬
verse beams it was the

SKIN OF FUTILITY,
and Kgypt was joytul. The water flooded the land
and people fled from their homes, only to return,
however, t<r build tbem anew and cultivate the
ground when tho swollen river subsided.
The cross meant, incidentally, destruction.
Life was the result of the death. It
was curious that Christianity dated its birth from
the death of the Kedeemer. The cross, however,
w;ts no limitation, but au expansion; no de«th, but
the revival lrom death. The cross meant no narrow
going down into the ground, bat a wide outreachlng
ol power. The cross meant the exuberauces of Uie.
It was the sign or life. The reverend gentleman
then alluded at considerable length te the

HRLVHOOD or MANKIND,
drawing a distinction between selllshness pursued
for the good of mankind and the selfishness as it is
generally understood, lie showed that man should
not live for himself alone, and argued tlut his sel-
ilsliness should be directed towards tho con¬
centration of all his powers within himself,
in order that mankind should be benefitted by their
Judicious dispensation. Ho discountenanced tho
seiilslin-as of men in hoarding money, iu giving full
vent to their passions and wasting their resources
for their own individual gratification. Kxamplc in
this way was irtiitful. The ui.iu was not poorer be¬
cause he denied himself amusements, nor did he
make any sac rifice by so doing, since lie was gain¬
ing all the time. If one man (lied nrurely his death
nurtured bravery; if one inun died cowardly his
death encouraged cowardice. Life kept widening
its Circle, aud what was called sacrifice
was but tho- passing Into a larger sphere,
and that winch seemed narrow at the outset was
ail tae whiio imcoiulug more generous. Self meant
Justice and nobility of purpose, aud it should be
every man's business to see that there was less
crime, less poverty, loss bloodshed, less sin. After
exhorting the congrcga'lon to love mankind and
advance the cause of religion generally, the rever¬
end gentleman concluded a very long discourse, and
the concluding portion of the services was pro¬ceeded with.

AFRICA* HIKE I'HLiUH, MSOflC HALL.

UuiinrlpatiM Through the Death of Chrtx.
The Ancient i'lMbytcriai Mode of Nlttlif
at a Table.Soriaou by the ltev. Chat-lea B*
Hatyth.
Yesterday being oommumoa Sabbath at the

American Free church, Masonic Hall, Thirteenth
street, the attendance was unusually large, and the
preliminary observation* marlo by the Rev. C. B.
(Smyth were listened to with markod attention. ?
list wan read, before the sermon, announcing the
addition of seven new member* to the congregation,
most or whom were from the pastor's late charge In.
Eleventh street. The services were conducted
according to the ancient order of the Pres¬
byterian Church, a table being placed along
tue trmsept aisle, covered with a wlito
cloth. The revercud aentteman selected nis
text from L Peter, It, 'iX."Who his own
sell bare our sins In His own body on the tree, that
we, being aeud unto ma, should live unto righteous¬
ness.-' This text, he said, introduced a subject
which was the raou appropriate for tue occasion.
The preacher, after an introduction based princi¬
pally upon the context, dwelt upon the two pointseoiiMined In the text, viz.First, the work which
Cluist is said to have performed, that of

KHAKisa oun KINS,
and, secondly, the object sought, "that we, being
nead uuio sin, should live unto righteousness. >

L'nuer the first head he combatted the aucicnt unos-
tic doctrine, tnat C'luist suffered only appareutly,
mid argued that the word "own," as nsod, showed
that his sullenm;a were real and proper; he also
sustained the evangelical view of the atonement,
arguiHK tnat the Saviour's afflictions were not
merely intended to exhibit an example to us to fol¬
low, but also to make vicarious atonement lor all
our sins. Under the second head be earnestly urged
the duty of

CONSIOKRtNG TUB AtONEMKNT
as not designed to excuse us from obedience, but to
lead us thereto, inasmuch as Christ came not to
save His people lu, but irom, their sins, luexpati-
utlug upon tnese ideas he illustrated b> reicreuce to
the subject matter or the sixteenth chapter of Les in¬
cus, where the atonement appointed to be made
uudcr the law Is mentioned and the priest is repre¬
sented us laying both his hands upon the head of
the scapegoat aud coutessinn over it the sins of the
people. This, the preacher said, was typical or
Christ, ou whom "the Lord hath laid the iniquities of
us all" and to whom John the Uuptist referred wiien
he pointed out Jesus and said, "behold the Lamb of
Cod, that takeiu" (literally beareth) "away

THIS SINS OK TUE W011U)".
the bearing of our sins meaning not only the endur¬
ing of the punishment oi theru, but the
carrying oi tueui away from u», so as 10
free us lrom the existence and donitniou
of sin. In this connection be introduced an appro¬priate simile drawn lrom mercantile life.a mer¬
chant's leduer with a debit and credit account, lie
compared Cod to a generous creditor ana the sin¬
ner to an insolvent debtor. In the account there
were no entries to the debtor's cr<dlt showing any
payments made by him. The entries wire all
debits, Bui on the credit side there w as entry oi a
full payment made by Christ Tor tue debtor, and the
Father, lu new oi that, had drawn over the other
entries his pen,

DIPPED TN THE HI.OOI)
of his son, aud this blotted them out forever, so that
they should not appear 111 judgment against the '
penitent believer.
The sermon being ended, he explained the nature,

use and end of the Lord's supper, warned the ini-
jienltent against unworthily partaking ol' it, and in¬
vited ail true believers to Join in I he celebration,
urter which aud the singing of a psalm us de¬
scended to ihe aisle and commenced the distribu¬
tion of the elements by reading the words or the In¬
stitution and prayer. The communicants sat at ihe
tables and when the first set had partaken a psaiiu
was sung, and durincr the singing the next i t moved
forward aud took their scats. At each table ad¬
dresses were delivered on some practical theme,
nut at the conclusion of all another address, based
ou the foanu chapter of the Hebrews.
A communion service conducted after that fashion

Is something of interest 111 these times, as 11 is not
often witnessed. Mr. smylh considers the ancient
l'resbvterian mode of sitting at a table more lu ac¬
cordance with the original institution.

ATTORNEY STREET HETHODIST KPIStOPAl,
CHURCH.

"The Falling Leaves".Srroton by the Hev.
J. P. Swift.

The congregation yesterday at the Attorney street
Methodlsr Episcopal church was rather smaller than
usual, not withstanding the fact that the Rev. J. P.
Swift, pastor of ihe church, was te preach an inte¬
resting sermon ou the subject or "The Falling
Leaves".a moat appropriate one ror the season
when one meets everywhere strewn unon the
ground remlnlsceneea of the decay of the foliage.
Alter the usual services ol the Sunday had been
gone through tne reverend gentleman began his dis¬
course by giving a brief description of the fall or
the leal, or tbe departure of the summer and of
the initiation or autumn. He said the
summer Is gone, the sweet songsters are
about to take their departure auu stern winter will
soon hold us in Its icy grasp. Every thing looks as
tr it were decaying* dying out. But tma season or
the fall la quite as beautifal as any other. The
spring certainly cheers each one with Its brightness,
the returning green oi the fields and the budding of
the trees ami flowers arc sights sufficient to seud a
thrill of pleasure to every heart. But the autumn
also haa Its beauty, ror with the

FiU.LINO I.F.AVB8
It also brings the golden fruit with which we All our
cellars. And what mere splendid view can nature
boast of than that of a forest with Us many tinted
leaves, whose varicolored tints art has tried to lmi»
tata in valo. Thns It will be seen that God's hand
has not failed to render the aeason of decay pleasant
as that of resuscitation.
When we see this railing of the leaf a feeling of

sadness creeps over us; we say to onselves we, too,
must fail; and when the spring comes again to
clothe the trees with their verdant garments, we
ask. shall we be here to enjoy Itr Then do we ex-
Muuie ourselves and question our hearts as to

whether we, liko (he leaven, have fulfilled our mls-
HIOU.

TUB LliVU BAT1 OOMI TBIlk WORK.
It wan intended by a wise Creator that too/ should
protect the weary traveller from the rays »f the
nonQday aun and afford Matter to the beasts of the
Held, and tbia tUey have aoooaipltohed. Have we per¬
formed the duties of our station? Have we helped
the unfortunate and comforted the afflicted T
Have wo been atrong under temptation f
Have we acted as sotu o( Christ and
followed His cross* These are the questions we
should ask ourselves, and If wo can answer tn the
afflrmatlve, then the railing of the lenf wilt be to ua
a joy, lor it will .tell or the happy time when our
mission u ended and

WH rALti OFT THI Till OK r.m
into the bosom of onr Redeemer, only to near His
saving voice sa.vlug, "Come, ye bleaaed of My
Father; come and partake of the kingdom prepared
for yon. even from the beginning of the world."
Thus death beoomea glorious; for It U only reaping
the rewind ot long years spent la the service of
Christ. Thus it Is a nappy thought that as the leavea
fall on the grunnd we must alio fall on the throne of
God. To attain this end we moat, however, act well
our part, and must follow the rules laid down in the
Book of Life.

CHURCH OF THE

Paul and PrMn*>Henaaa by the Rer. Dr.
Deem.

Ah usual the Church of the Strangers was crowded
to its untmoat capacity yesterday morning. Or.
Deems preached upon Paul's famous reply to Ves¬
tas:."! am not mad, moet noble Pesttu," found In
Acts xxvl., 23. He first gave a history of the cir¬
cumstances which led Panl Into this predloament,
showing that the early Church was not any purer
than the modern. The -audience and the dreadier
were then painted. Pestus, frivolous and worldly;
Agrippa, a royal voluptuary; Bernlce, an Incestuous
beauty, and Panl, a cloar bended, great hearted
apostle. The speech of Paul was so moving that
Pestus cried out, "You are beslae yourself I" But
being a gentleman, and seeing that It would be base
to insult a prisoner, he politely added, "Much learn-
lug has made you mad." Somebody is crasy. If
Postus U sane

PAUL IS MAD.
Pet'us saw this. So did Paul, but turned the

cbarge with retort courteous by emphasis and ges¬
ture, and as If lie hud said, "Truly oue of us is mad;
out it is not 1." The question of the sanity of true
Christians was then taken up and dlscussea. Ac¬
cording to the accepted analysis of man's Inner
constitution If there be derangemeut It must be lu
departments of the intellect, or ui that of the emo¬
tions. or in that ol the will. Where is It In the case
of the christian ? Does he fail to observe as accu¬
rately, to compare as thoroughly, to reason as logi¬
cally as other men? or does he tall to have :ne
emotions which healthfully follow anv correct
course of reasoning? Or does his will oaprlctouslr
and arbitrarily break the connection between right
reasoning, right feeling and right action? Where is
the madness? Pint, he believes tut re Is . Ood who
made and governs the universe, lie took that from
Intuition or reached it bv logical processes. Now,
what you must prove Is not that he has made a mis-
lake or a fallacy In reasoning, for all the greatest
minds do that, but that Ills beiiei in this proposition
or ths mode by which be establishes it proves a dis¬
eased mind. He

VKHLH TOWARD OOD AS A MAN SHOULD
towards his Maker and govornor. Is that men¬
tal disease? The question is not whether there
Is a Ood, out whether a man who believes there Is a
God is diseased (or feeling as a christian does feel.
He strivos to conform himself to this relation. The
3uestiou is not does this relation exist, but Is a man
iseased because lie is striving to adjust his iile to a

relationship which he himself believes does exist?
Secondly, ne believes that the Heavenly Pather has
revealed himself in the Bible. The question is not
whether the Bible be inspired, but whether a man is
necessarily deranged who believes that it Is proba¬
ble Ood would make some revelation of himself,
and probable that the Bible is th:it revelation, ir so,
then all the greatest masters of sclenoe and leaders
of civilization for the last thousand years have been
as mad as Paul. Then, the Christian teelB as a man
ought to feel who believes the Bible to be rrom Ood,
and strives to act nccoidlngly. Horely this is not
insanity. Thirdly, the Christian holds his Bins up to
the teachings of the Bd>le. It that be true, an
intense hatred of sin mnst follow. Here a picture
was painted of (wo men, each

TUP TO A corpse:
one caressing and embracing the horrid thing and
refusing to be separated; tne other struggling to lie
freed, pleading with man and late, angola aud God.
to free or kill him. Which is the madman f The
former is Pestns, the latter Paul. The Christian
seeks to have tils lunor nature renewed. Does he
not proceed scientillcally ? You purge matter with
matter. You would not try to relieve an obstructed
biliary dnct by reciting a beautiful poem to the pa¬
tient Matter to matter, spirit to Bplnt; that's GoJ's
obvious law. The christian tries to submit nut
spirit to the highest and holiest spirit. Is that anyproof of luteileoiual Insanity? Will not any candid
atheist say that, with his view of the case, the
Christian is acting with the greatest good s»>nse. in a
method justiiled by ull science? The sermou was
concluded by an appeal to Christians, it Is madness
to profess the high beliefs of Paul and lead the life
or Kostus In anv event It is better to be a consis¬
tent, bappy, earth-conquering, human-winning mad¬
man than a weak, miserable, cowardly philosopher,
to whom lire is all puzzle aud death all terror.

sweuevboruiav chirm.

The Seven \ rem of Panilne^^eruioa by
ltev. Mr. Aver.

The church at the corner of Clarke street and Mon¬
roe place, formerly occupied oy a Universalis so¬
ciety, is now used for the proclamation of the Gospel
according to Swedenborg. It was partially Ailed
yesterday morning with an intelligent looking
audience, who listened to an Instructive sermen by
the Rev. Mr. Ager. The preacher chose for his sub-
|ect the account of the seven years of tamine and
the seven years of plenty during the rule of Joseph
under Pharoah lu the land of Egypt.
He said this Is a part of the dream of Pharaoh In¬

terpreted by Joseph. During the seven years of
plenty Joseph gathered corn like the sands of the
sea, and the years of famine consumed it so that
the plenty was forgotten. This history, U ke the rest
»r the Word has Its spiritual signification. In a
general sense the years or plenty represent child-
hood, the time when Hpirit.ua! food is stored up; the
years or famine represent tne alter life, when trial
Firings these stores Into use. I will quote briefly
Irom

THE WRITINGS OP THE NEW CHURCH.
Infants are lirat of ail in a state 01 good, of inno¬

cence and chanty. This good flows iu from the
Lord in infancy. As wo advance In years tills aood
is drawn inward and kept in the interior, so that
without the good of infancy man would be worse
than the wild beasts. Hereditary laws are Inflexi¬
ble. Like produces like. The current or human
life as it flows bears the accumulated evils or centu¬
ries. but this evil is in a quiescent state in
childhood and the good lias swuy. The Lord fills
tue child with innocence to be garnered up for
the years or famine. Tins is

A TIME OF (IItKAT RESPONSIBILITY
to parents and teachers. The season ol innocence
is terminated by the gradual awakening of the
hereditary tendencies to evil. This season Is longer
or shorter as these tendencies are kept back or eu-
couruged. This period is the one when influence
and example are so strong. Teaching mnst be prac¬
tical, personal. What we are affects our children
more Hum the truths that we instil. Children c«n-
not learn abstract truths about Ood and duty,
but i hey can be rauglit much by companionship,
of love, duty, heaven aud angel life. They can be
taught what tliey ought to do, how to treat their
companions. As memory is goed at this time, it
is the best period Tor teachlug tncui the literal word.
We are not to fall into the error that they may re¬
ceive Instruction or not as they fancy, although we
must make Instruction as pleasant to them as pos¬
sible. But it is in religious teaching as in secular;
children must be impressed with its future useful¬
ness. They arc not expected to see all the uses of
truth. And mere aiose a ter

TlIK YEARS OK PJ.RNTT
seven years of launue. This period begins when the
hereditary tendencies gradually awake in the child.
The state of childhood is not a regenerated state; it
is a quiescent state. Regeneration comes from
meeting evil, recognizing it and overcoming it. It
is necessary i hat the stores or childhood be testedby
temptation berore they can become a part of the
Hie. During the years or plenty the abundance is
stored up in the interiors of tue mind, und though
tne good disappears rrom memory it is not lost; it is
themeans by which angels keep sight orus.by which
the mind is Kept open that spiritual lire mav flow in.
our experience > onlirms this trutii. One or the best
known men In New York, who Is not considered re¬
ligious at all, told a friend that he avoided transact-
lug auy business on the Sabbath, even receiving his
mail. He had been

TRAINED IN NEW ENGLAND,
and it seemed almost a necessity 10 cling to this
training of Ills boyhood. Children seem suddenly
to change from good to bad; but the/ were not so

good as they seemed before the change, and arc not
so bed after. As the years of famine obliged the
people to vieid everything to Joseph, so the yean of
darkness that follow childhood oblige us to give upeverything to Ood.

FREIfCH CITHOMC CfllltfH, TWIHT1-THIRD
STREET.

demon by the Right Reverend the Bishop
.f New Orleans.

The services at the Prench Roman catholic church
were rendered more than usually interesting on yes¬
terday by the presence of a church dignitary robed
In pnrple. During the period that elapsed between
the commencement or mass and the gospel curiosity
was on the alert, figuring to itself who the lmpor.
tant personage might be. Notwithstanding the
solemnity of the occasion there were those even
among the fair ones who surreptitiously glanced
over their prayer books, appearing more intent
on atudrinf the features of the bishop, us au«k ho

wm, ttoa oft MilmiMm ilwi. Amrm geapet
Father La Font formally introuuoea him as

THB BIBHOf or N*W 0U.B4NS,
and expressed the deette that the congregation
would carefully lajr up In their hearts the won*
hia lordslUp was about to address to U»em. Ttoe
Bishop then commenced by reciting the Gospel of
the day, which was the marriage feast prepared
by the King, 4c. "Before treating of the (fciepe*"
naiii he, "1 Khali take this opportunity of expressing
to you the pleasure I feel in nddresniig a Catholic
assembly. which la doubly enhanced by the fact of
Its beiug Freuch. Though over thirty yeara hare
elapsed sluce 1 left la ruWle, yet ta belle France la
always dear to my heart." After which he trans¬
lated iuto French the Gospel that he had before read
In i^atlu. He satisfactorily explained tbe parable
so that each one might derive salutary inspirations
from it. if ne addressed hlmseir to any one class
in particular it was to the mothers of retail lea. in
their hands, said be, rests the welfare of
society. The first teachings rest indelibly impressed
on the memory, and it is (rem them that society has
and always will be influenced. All, said he, depends
on

THK MORAL TBAIKINO BY THS MOTUHA.
In conclusion, he said he was m route for Rome

to lay his vows and hia sympathies at the feet of the
Holy Father, who. in this, his direst hour of a4tyor-sity, stood more in need of their sympathies than
ever. He put himself under tbe prayers of the cod*
gregation, premising tbean mat he would not forget»em In hia prayera. rnyraiao that Franco,AijW*#iw5ae VEgilse, may escape with honors from her presentcritical position. She has a right to expect Wat the
Lord will deliver bar from Mr adversities.
Though America is our adopted oouutry, la beU$
Trance must rest always dear to our heart, Tbe
Bishop is a man past tbe middle age, but still
bale gnu fresh looking His One countenance,whit*
Is in appearauoe something like those we imaginethe Komau Senators to have possessed, beams with
a truly paternal affection as he addreeees bis aadt-
enoe, and venerable grey hairs complete Ite adorn-
meut. He resembles very much Monselgneur uu-
panloup, the celebrated Bishop ot Orleans, In
Prance. He will be accompanied to Rome i»v one
of bis vicar generals.

ST. JAHE8' LUTHERAN CHURCH.

Th* Vint Chuck Sya«t-MlMUi»«ry ICOarts
r#p ,h* HcwmI1ut1«mu

A very fair congregation gathered in thla church
yesterday morning and listened to an Interesting
report ot the proceedings of their Srnod, which had
been la session last week and the week previous in
the town of Ghent, N. v., and rroui which their
pastor, Kev. a. C. Wedekiad, had just returned. A
brief ritual, condensed from the Anglican Church
l'rayer Book, preceded the sermon. The hymns
used, too, are mostly from Kngiuu collections, and
very much of the old country spirit seems to be
preseived in the service* throughout One of the
first objects that atrikes the eye of a stranger enter¬
ing the church is the sounding board above the
pulpit, on which is beautifully and artistically
painted an open Wble, with a dove hovering over Ml
and above all the phrase "We preach Christ." And
the sermon and tne exposition of the Scripture
lessons gave practioal evidence that Christ is ti,»
Alpha and the Omega of the preaching iu su James'

OHVKCII DISCIPLINE.

iJ£® ,'oap?1 lo98.ou r*!wl was from Matthew xvill.
. which the Saviour lays down rules of

church discipline In regard to an offending brother
and uses in the same conuectton that remarkable
passage which the Doctor said had been so oft and
so greatly perverted by Humanists, namuiy_"Wtut-
soever ye shall bind ou earth snail be bound in hea-
.v®n'*1U whatsoever ye snail loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven." The evident meaning of which
passage, as declared by the preacher, is that. In en-
forcing the discipline of the Church, any offeudinir
brother who shall be restored to fellowship by his
brethren that decision suaii be ratified in heaven
and any wlio may be expelled snch decision shall be
equally binding in heaven, because wherever two or
three gather in the Saviour's name He is with them,
guiding their deliberations and controlling their
spirits so that their aeclslous maybe accord lug to
the Dirine Mind.

THB FIRST 8YNODICAI, OOUWCII,.
, Thesermon was a brief review of the acts of the
llret church synoa ever held in Jerusalem, and over
which the Apostle James presided. It was com¬
posed, as wo read (Acts xv., 4, 22), of the rtenrv and
laity of the.Church, and was called especially to
pass upon d&trinal points thai had entered into the
mission churches of OalUcla anu Asia Minor as dU-

took p,?°e attout seventeen
years after M> Pant's. conversion, and as he him
Barnabas and Peter and others hau travelled over
these provinces, founding churches mid sathoriuir
in converts. qaestlons arose in regard tS'CTrCHm-
clslon, some contending that the oonverts to Chris¬
tianity should be circumcised according to the law
0 ltl ,,ie 8vnod there was much dissension
and disputation on the mutter until Pan! and I'eter

£ "?a'le theu" missionary reports, and
.

0Wf was no respecter of Demon*
but had soured out bis spirit upon the un-
circumcised Gentile converts as well as upon the
circumcised Jews. Then James gave the decision
of the council, winch declared that faith and not
ritualism, the (Trace of God and not the Rood works
of men, was the oulv foundation of salvation ThS
constitution ol the first synod ever Held in the Chris¬
tian Church, composed of ministers s,nd laymeu. the
design of thai body.to harmonize differences
among their members.and the spirlt of love which
prevailed, were made special subjects of detailed
remarks, and the Doctor regretted that modern
Church councils do not meet in the same spirit and
with the same purpose, be charged much of the
sectarian dissension* of the Church of Christ to the
ministry, but he was glad that now there Is no great
body of Christians in the world whose supreme
SP®"®}1* h*T® ®ot both orders represented exceptthe Church of itome.

*

LliTHKBAN MISSION WORK.
Dr. Wedeklnd then gave a briei detail of the pro¬

ceedtug* and plans adopted by the Lutheran Synod,
which adjourned last week, it was organized lour
>eps ago, with eight churches and thirteen sastors.
It has now tweuty-two of each, and iu a rew years
more, with a corresponding Increase, it will be tne
largest synod In the United States, six youna men
are being educated for its ministry and at its ex¬
pense. and the synod is determined to make irreater
efforts than ever to save the Germans and Scandina¬
vians in and around this city, ol whom there are
not less than 40,u0i> within a radiuR of thirty miles
of New York, all in sympathy with their Church, but
for lack of missionary effort to gather them in are
not connected with any church, it is, therefore, de¬
signed to employ one or more itinerant missionaries
toatteml to this work, six new missions Ir.ive been
established in this city and vicinity. A system or
regiilar monthly subscriptions is to be established
throughout the denomination, and also a system of
f*0* In the family and tn the Sunday
school. Such a plan has been in operation in St.
James' church for some time, and by it $3,000 were

1enl pnrposes, together with
$ 50,000 contributed lor church and local purposes.
Increased subscriptions are demanded this year in
view of the enlarged enterprises or the Church.

fWTEO PRKSBYTLimx CHUlfH.

Expniindinf the Mi'ripiurri'-^criiion by iter.
<». D. Mathews.

The Rev. 0. D. Mathews officiated at half-past
three P. M. in the United Presbyterian church, Jaue
street, between Hudson street and Eighth avenue.
The congregation consisted principally ol trades
people, and the service was conducted in a style
that would gladden the heart of an opponent of the
ritualistic movement. There was neither organ nor
harmonium, and the congregation were the choir,
l he hymn suug before the sermon was a metrical
version of the nineteenth Psalm. from a collection
..allowed by the General Assembly of the K.irk of
Scotland," and guaranteed to be "more agreeable
to the orlelual" than any yet published. Thesiujr-
.ngoommenced with the seveutn verse, which ran

Uw.to *.«'.«». »n<l convert*
Hie sold in tin thnt lien;

Uod'g teximoDy 11 most sure,
And m*ke« iiiupie wise.

SXFLA1MNQ THE SCRIPTURES.
«.! t,.p!ip!V1 /». aving read the first verse of the
hIwummrln i1, ,HU| 10 tlie Thessaloiiiantf said
lie ^as commencing a series of lectures from thnt

*'ie ^rHt P'a,;e was necessary to co.i-
sldcr the circumstances under wiiii-u it was writtenlhessaionlra was a city of .Macedonia, the nor'.bern
province of Greece, and recelveJ Its Dame from a
sister el Alexander the Great, three hundred Tears
before the Christian era. It wm* most lavorihiv
situated for trade and commerce and rapidly rose

*,"d, *,mre'1 '"etr-nio of the southern
Seas with hphesus and Curium, mm be.'ore the
building of Coi)stau:inople it nasihe chief city ou
eltlier side of the HellesjKint.

_
Ij'NllKK THE ROMANS

populous, and received from its
'1'" I Vrivueges for its oiu-

itH i,t h»
8 Ightly altered name of Saloulca

clty ,°r fcurooean Turkey, and
fS i!f 1T? thousand 10 eighty thousand lubau-
ltanta. 1 robubly on account ot Its.LradiM advan-

fr'Ji numbers 0f Jews iresorted there in the
' 10 ,l118 ''"y Jews are found

Jmr!^rr2ii?I uumlj^r" ^hd exercise iwusideraDle
^ Paul went 10 'ItiessatooK'a he

^n iLV ® u he was a< customed to db
in»«. I,|ac®3» and noi having to

tn
^'sewsiou in natural theology,

!?, .vl^h^iX °^the characteristics of the »les-
h^ .1.7. ?^ adveat looked lor, aud ihr result ol

_was that ot tne Jews some believed,
*",!'. *fr® m«ny proselytes among the Greeks,
«~1 fit . iC women not a rew. His visit was nt

Phiiimi
unlike that which.he mads to

Jrhuiippi, where he was so

h_, th.
BAllBAHOtSLY TKEATKDJ

w
y the unbe,ieving Jews at Thcssa-

iwwi th?^8th® arou#ed* There was a great tumult,and the brethren sent away Paul and his com-

?hi"m°I1T»n^.(ih!i f b' n'*Ut* ,>*»l sent "aCk to

fhpm it?. tllc,r condlt'on and leach
thr̂ Tefl,l4red kn*w, and Timo-

rimh^n i ?^fh.° lll# overtook him at Co.
m»ntaSS th!^» of theii1 steady faith and attach-

uH anxiety that he suonld revisit them.
them this epistle, la which he does

fi2 1? 2 (loc,rlnal discussions, as in the Epls-
or tn>th afif ieWH a"d Ro«a"»; l»nt. on the basis

mine* of conduct whioH arethe hittsdeslredbfthe Ureal father of ueall. TheNjMpno feMtor
when ^SSEsKdta
Jjg" itoubtlMamu of im wun i# wrol* to dltaSsariffbwr^g

A CODS O# INSTRUCTION
for believers lu all un. Having'eenoludedthoee
preliminary observatlona. the reverend gentlemanSittfcaBOfc»KMS»i
ctapwrKiv^wht^msTM dScrlbSi*!J!1* popu¬lar explanation of every word Mid passage In a dear
and inlelligtble style. A hyma was afterwards sungand the blessing invoked.

COLLEGIATE DUTCH KEFORKD CUUftM.

Th« Pnlplt nod tlte Pen *T is*.
Dr. Onshus*

A large and highly respectable congregation a*
tanded the morning service In the Dutch Reformed
church, Fifth avenue and Twenty-ninth street, we
Bev. William Ormlston, ®. D.» late ef Canada Weat,
having entered upon his pastoral duties in this
ohuroh, officiated, and preaohed his introductory
sermon from the Bplstie or St. Paul to the Itoipan*
fifteenth chapter and twantynin* to thlrV-JMrdverses, in which the aposUe dsecrlbes the oharae-
terlstlcs of the gospel he was preaching and asks
for the prayers of the brethren. The preacher set
oat by eulogising the pupil of Gamaliel, Saul of Tar-
bus, the spiritually endowed, greatly fevered
apostle of the Oeotlles, who knew how to
discuss so grandly the loftiest themes of Di¬
vine revelation and to speak so tenderly
of human obligations. St. Paul did not address
the Christians such meaningless words aa the Pagan
and the Pepish prleele used In tlielr rites, but as one
wlio preached what ho had seen and believed, he
was no mere ecclesiastical official, owning with

.BANCTI«ONIOU8 8BKMINO
te perform his duties, but ood's minister.a'
thing between Uod aud the sinner. The words of
the w« treated, first, of tne anbjgjt or hto preach¬
ing. or the mblister's word. Thit wort was weuos'nel of Christ; the "Rood uews." the song whoa®§rsi notes were sung at Bethlehem, when angels
proclaimed glory to Clod in the highest, tor Uod Is
utoritlcd in man's salvation, it was -'the gospel of
the crrace ol Ood," not one ol those invented by
inea and whlon always end in inextricable conlu-
Hion and babbling. How should he defino graaSr
It meant all that Uod Use to Rive and men can re¬
ceive-1 hat would answer the purpose. St. intul
soeuks of "the fuluess of the Messing ol the gos¬
pel" clustering together the most expressive words,
us it tliey were'

B1AMON1W Or OI.OKT.
It was the gospel or reconciliation and Joy, ror, as

seuaratlon from Uod is the remote cause or all mis¬
fortunes. the consciousness or reconoiUaUon vs the
ifuo rfmMV for aU our Ms- They fftu away iiK.
withered leaves when tue uew sap begins to Jlow,and the relresned spirit reels the beauty of the

W°r»A8 ONR wnou HI8 MOTHKK COMKOKTWTB."
At this season tue flowers dccay and everything

around us is dying.for everything Uvea to die; but
God gives to us a glorious immortality, aud
¦hall five where life shall bo the folness of joy amiJtasure forevermore. £he b^. .« ».
subject was "The surely of the pulpit." St. Paul
came "lit the fuluess of the go»po>-
(Soil's method ot saving

,woUr-wx
.laner or a salnl. Tnc third branch was
TitK KELATION OK THK HINI8TBK TO THH CONdB»-

OA+ION,
^ _of the pulpit to the pew. St. Paul asked the Chna-

tians ror their prayers. It was the duty of the peo-
nle to war lor their minister.they oould do no leea
Hind they could do no more. TU®,£r®®£?®JLi??Jlalluded to a recent occasion on which it giadaetiea
his heart to hear that that congregation were pray¬
ing for him anil his ; It was consoling to know that
they were striving ler him in prayer and that he bad
their sympathy. He concluded by earnestly askingthe priyers of the people, that they might he mutu¬
ally refroshea.

___
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An Old UUclple»-e»rWM»* |K B»». A- *.
Hmnford.

The Greene Btroet Methodist Episcopal church
Was yesterday fllloa hjr a congregation cempnaed ot
both young and old Christians. It was understood
that the pastor, Rev. A. K. Sanrord, would preaoh a
sermon particularly suited to aged Christians; con-
sequently the old members of the church were pre¬
sent in run foroe With witling earn, ready to drink la
the worda or wisdom winch would rati rrom the
preacher's lips. A large number of young people
were also present, knowing that what was addressed
to the old would do them no harm to hear. Agroe-
ably to his promise, Mr. Sanrard s discourse re¬
ferred principally to the state of mind and to the re¬
ligious status of those christian warriors who have
grown old in the service of their Master.

His texti was:."There went with us, also, certain
of the dlaclplea of Oesarea, and .brought with then
one Mnason, of Cyprus, an old diaciple, with whom
we should lodge." (Acts, xxl., ltl.)
An old disciple, said he, Is one who has grown old

in the service or Chrl*t; one whose long life has
made him efficient in the

lUiOWLRDltK OF CflBlST;
one whose mind has been enlarged, whose expe¬
rience has baou eurU bed and wlwaa judgment haa
t>een matured. The lalth or au old disciple IB
rooted In the gosjiel of Christ, and, like the oak
which breasta the storm and sinks its roots deepor
in the earth, bo the aged Christian, having loughtthe good fight and battled against the snares ot the
devil, has his faith more firmly fixed In the Hook of
Age.-. We see In an old disciple great simplicity In
his dependence ror salvation on Christ. A youngenriatian is distressed oy the launy'VMletlesor leeiing which his nature is afflicted with; nut the
aged christian has le irned the fallacy of iixlug nia
spiritual hopes on leeltngB alone aud tbercrorc placeshis dependence more on Christ. Aa he advances in
years lie learns to draw consolation Irom sourcca
outside ol himself. While
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to a young Christian, is closed by the Infirmities or
human nature, the aged Christian ha# learned U»
distinguish between depravity and the involuntaryweaknesses ot his nature. He is not dismayed so
easily, though his feelings vary at times, nor is hia
heart depressed at matters or small Interest, and ne-
can say with i'aui, "I know in whom I have believed
and that He is able to keep what I have committed
unto lain against that day."
A Christian, as lie Increases In 7fare, wilt

be weaued fr<an the thing* of this world
and lus lutorest decliue in its ana ire-
He has examlued it thoroughly and ha*
seen the fallacy ot placing his hopes en temporal
matters. He has become, as it were, crucified to th®
worldaand ran no longer follow its pursuits or take
any luterest In the outside world. Ihose oa
whom ho hml placed his affections are now In tho
grave, and it Is iv» wonder that his own hopes audaspirations should be In me same direction. 1u an
old disciple we see greater candor >njudging ot iere,aud though he has predilections and lite auaoh-
menta to early couticctloiiB, still he loves all who
love Christ Jesus lu sincerity, no matter what creed
or denomination tney may follow.

_lu < oncluslon he spoke warmly of hie affection for
aged christians and how he lilted to see them In hto
church and to converse with tlieni, lor in them he
Haw Uisi's chosen disciples.

1,'EttJSK Mf ST. ESPRIT.

Telling the Truth with Cbarlijr.fcerwioti
BcT> A. Vcrrmi.

The attendance at the beautiful French Rpisoopal
church, in Twenty-second street, near Fifth avenue,
was rather siliu yesterday. The cause «( <M» may
be us< ribed to the (act that the members or the
church are at prevent engrossed with the meeting*
tor the relief of the French wounded in the war. The
choir of the church la very good. the voice of the
soprano being remarkable for It* strength aud
purity.
Alter the varied ami Impreuivc exercises of the

Episcopal service the aged pastor of tne church, the
Kev. A. Verreu, preached from tlie text, fourth chap¬
ter, fifteenth verve or the Epistle of St. Paul to the
huheslans."Telling the truth wl»n chantv." To
illustrate bia arguments the reverend gentleman
divided tlie sermon into two parts. First, "We must
tell the truth.The word "truth,*' he said, should
be laWcu m the broad sense of the Divine Master.
We must tell the truth because God commands It,
aau because t lift truth is the word 01 God himself.
We find another motive for telling the truth lu the
historical lact uvat our ancestors.

THJC N)irWl>*R* OF THIS CHI'KC'H,have t>u(Te:od all nutuuer of privations.exile, toe*
turc and death, lor procialtuiug the truth. As the
descendants of these martyrs, It is our duty alwaysto tell the truth wltu charity and love; with hatred
for sin Itself, but piety and compassion for the sin¬
ner. We must not augment his pangs of remorse
with seventy, neither In action, speech or looks.
Our Saviour tempered troth with gentlenese; H«
went from place to piaee doing good to repentantsinners, and at the sight ot Jerusalem Ills loveand compassion for sinners found veat in
the following exclamation."Oh, Jerusalem, Jeru¬salem, how often would I have gathered you under
my wings, even as a hen gathers her eliteKens; but
je would not." Utihappliy many of us do not act inthe spirit of the Saviour. We do not comprehendthat those who have been long estranged from the
truths of religion cannot all at once be breught to
see me abyss of their doubts and futility of their ob¬
jections. If vltcy, therefore, demur or dud taulV


